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Abstract 

India’s rapid economic growth has resulted in increased urbanization and migration to cities, which has led to an increase in 

traffic congestion, pollution, and pressure on public services. The relationship between India and China is also complex, with 

tensions over border disputes and economic competition. India’s foreign policy will need to balance these relationships to 

avoid escalation of tensions and potential conflicts. India’s economic growth has been uneven, with significant disparities in 

wealth and development between different regions and social groups. To address these challenges, India will need to continue 

its efforts to modernize and reform its economy, investing in infrastructure and human capital. The country will also need to 

focus on sustainable development and reducing its carbon footprint to mitigate the impact of climate change. Diplomatic 

efforts to address regional conflicts and promote peaceful relations with its neighbours will also be crucial. India’s 

transformation as a global power has great potential, but it will require continued efforts and strategic planning to overcome 

the challenges and realize its prospects. 
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Introduction 

India has undergone significant economic and political 

transformations over the past few decades, leading to its 

emergence as a major player in the global arena. There are 

still several challenges that India must overcome to sustain 

its growth and become a truly global power. One of the 

biggest challenges India faces is its huge population, which 

puts a strain on resources and infrastructure. India’s rapid 

economic growth has resulted in increased urbanization and 

migration to cities, which has led to an increase in traffic 

congestion, pollution, and pressure on public services. The 

country also faces a growing challenge of climate change 

and environmental degradation, which can negatively 

impact its economic growth and social stability. Another 

challenge is India’s relationship with neighbouring 

countries, particularly Pakistan and China. India and 

Pakistan have a long-standing dispute over the territory of 

Kashmir, which has resulted in several military conflicts. 

The relationship between India and China is also complex, 

with tensions over border disputes and economic 

competition. India’s foreign policy will need to balance 

these relationships to avoid escalation of tensions and 

potential conflicts. India’s economic growth has been 

uneven, with significant disparities in wealth and 

development between different regions and social groups. 

To address these challenges, India will need to continue its 

efforts to modernize and reform its economy, investing in 

infrastructure and human capital. The country will also need 

to focus on sustainable development and reducing its carbon 

footprint to mitigate the impact of climate change. 

Diplomatic efforts to address regional conflicts and promote 

peaceful relations with its neighbours will also be crucial. 

India’s transformation as a global power has great potential, 

but it will require continued efforts and strategic planning to 

overcome the challenges and realize its prospects. 

India went from being non-aligned to becoming multi-

aligned 

India’s foreign policy has undergone significant changes 

since its independence in 1947. Initially, India followed a 

policy of non-alignment, which sought to maintain 

equidistance from the two Cold War blocs. However, in 

recent years, India has shifted towards a more multi-aligned 

foreign policy, which seeks to build partnerships with 

multiple countries across the world. India’s policy of non-

alignment was driven by several factors. First, India sought 

to maintain its strategic autonomy and avoid becoming a 

pawn in the Cold War rivalry between the United States and 

the Soviet Union. Second, India sought to promote peace 

and disarmament by advocating for nuclear disarmament 

and a peaceful resolution of conflicts. Third, India sought to 

build a coalition of like-minded countries that shared its 

vision of a peaceful and just world order. India’s non-

aligned foreign policy served it well during the Cold War, as 

it helped to prevent the country from becoming embroiled in 

the conflict. However, after the end of the Cold War, India’s 

foreign policy began to shift. With the emergence of new 

economic and strategic powers, India began to pursue a 

more multi-aligned foreign policy that sought to build 

partnerships with a range of countries across the world. 

India’s multi-aligned foreign policy is driven by several 
factors. First, India seeks to build partnerships with 
countries that can help it achieve its economic and strategic 
objectives. Second, India seeks to promote regional and 
global stability by engaging with a diverse range of partners. 
Third, India seeks to protect its strategic interests by 
building a network of partnerships that can help it balance 
against potential threats. India’s multi-aligned foreign policy 
has significant implications for regional and global affairs. 
India’s growing partnerships with countries such as the 
United States, Japan, and Australia have helped to 
strengthen the Quad, a strategic partnership between the 
four countries that seeks to promote a free and open Indo-



International Journal of Humanities and Social Science Research www.socialsciencejournal.in 

28 

Pacific region. India’s growing partnerships with countries 
in Africa and Latin America have helped to promote South-
South cooperation and build a more equitable and just world 
order. However, India’s multi-aligned foreign policy is not 
without challenges. Building partnerships with a diverse 
range of countries can be challenging, particularly when 
those countries have different values and interests. India 
must navigate complex geopolitical and economic 
relationships while balancing its own strategic interests. 
India’s transition from a non-aligned to a multi-aligned 
foreign policy represents a significant shift in its foreign 
policy priorities. India’s multi-aligned foreign policy seeks 
to build partnerships with a diverse range of countries across 
the world, which has significant implications for regional 
and global affairs. However, India must navigate complex 
geopolitical and economic relationships to maintain its 
strategic autonomy and promote regional and global 
stability. 
 

India’s Rising Power: The influence of History and 

Geography 
India’s emergence as a global power is influenced by its 
unique geography and history. These factors have shaped 
India’s economic, political, and cultural development and 
have contributed to its current position as an emerging 
power. Geography has played a significant role in shaping 
India’s emergence as a global power. India is the seventh-
largest country in the world, and its strategic location has 
given it a significant role in regional and global politics. 
India’s position in South Asia has made it a bridge between 
South and Southeast Asia, allowing it to act as a regional 
leader and participate in global trade and economic 
activities. India’s coastline, which is over 7,500 kilometres 
long, has been a significant factor in the country’s 
emergence as a global power. Its ports provide access to 
major global shipping routes, making it a critical hub for 
international trade and commerce. 
History has also played a crucial role in shaping India’s 
emergence as a global power. India has a rich cultural and 
historical legacy, which has contributed to its soft power 
and global influence. Its ancient civilization and cultural 
achievements, such as its contributions to mathematics, 
astronomy, and literature, continue to influence global 
thought and culture today. India’s colonial past also played 
a significant role in shaping its emergence as a global 
power. British colonialism had a profound impact on India’s 
political, economic, and social systems, and the country’s 
experience with colonialism has influenced its approach to 
international relations and foreign policy. India’s struggle 
for independence and its commitment to democracy and 
pluralism have also contributed to its emergence as a global 
power. India’s success in maintaining a democratic political 
system, despite its diverse population and complex social 
and economic challenges, has made it a model for other 
developing countries seeking to establish stable and 
democratic political systems. India’s emergence as a global 
power is influenced by its geography and history. India’s 
strategic location, coastline, and cultural legacy have 
contributed to its global influence and economic growth. Its 
experience with colonialism and commitment to democracy 
and pluralism have also shaped its approach to international 
relations and foreign policy. Understanding these factors is 
critical to understanding India’s emergence as a global 
power and its potential role in shaping the future of the 
world order. 

The Rise of India as a Global Power 

India’s emergence as a global power has been a topic of 

significant discussion and analysis in recent years. This 

transformation has been marked by several economic, 

political, and social developments, as well as significant 

challenges that India must overcome to sustain its growth 

and become a truly global power. India’s economic growth 

has been a key driver of its transformation as a global 

power. In the early 1990s, India initiated economic reforms, 

liberalizing its economy and opening up to foreign 

investment and trade. These reforms led to significant 

growth and development, with India becoming one of the 

world’s fastest-growing major economies. By 2020, India 

had the world’s fifth-largest economy, with a gross domestic 

product (GDP) of $2.9 trillion. This economic growth has 

been driven by several factors, including India’s large and 

growing middle class, a youthful population, and a vibrant 

start-up ecosystem. India’s economic growth has also been 

accompanied by geopolitical ambitions, with the country 

seeking to assert itself as a major player in the international 

system. India’s foreign policy has focused on developing 

strategic relationships with major powers such as the United 

States, Japan, and Australia, as well as increasing its 

presence in multilateral organizations such as the G20 and 

BRICS. India has also sought to play a leading role in 

regional organizations such as the South Asian Association 

for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation (BIMSTEC). However, India’s transformation 

as a global power also faces several challenges. One of the 

biggest challenges is the country’s large and growing 

population, which puts pressure on resources and 

infrastructure. India’s rapid economic growth has led to 

increased urbanization and migration to cities, leading to 

significant challenges such as traffic congestion, pollution, 

and pressure on public services. Additionally, India is 

vulnerable to climate change and environmental 

degradation, which could negatively impact its economic 

growth and social stability. 

India’s relationship with neighbouring countries, 

particularly Pakistan and China, also presents a significant 

challenge. India and Pakistan have a long-standing dispute 

over the territory of Kashmir, which has resulted in several 

military conflicts. The relationship between India and China 

is also complex, with tensions over border disputes and 

economic competition. India’s foreign policy will need to 

balance these relationships to avoid escalation of tensions 

and potential conflicts. India’s economic growth has been 

uneven, with significant disparities in wealth and 

development between different regions and social groups. 

This inequality could lead to social unrest and political 

instability if not addressed effectively. India will need to 

focus on reducing inequality and investing in infrastructure 

and human capital to sustain its economic growth and 

development. India’s transformation as a global power is an 

ongoing process that has been marked by significant 

economic and political developments. However, India also 

faces several challenges, including its large population, 

geopolitical tensions with neighbouring countries, and 

economic inequality. India will need to continue to address 

these challenges to sustain its growth and become a truly 

global power. 
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Difficulties with India’s Emerging Power Status  

India has made significant strides in recent years to assert its 

position as an emerging power on the global stage. 

However, it continues to face several challenges that could 

potentially impede its rise to becoming a major player. One 

of the biggest challenges that India faces is its infrastructure 

deficit. Despite the government’s efforts to improve 

infrastructure, India’s roads, railways, airports, and ports are 

still inadequate compared to those of other emerging 

powers. This makes it difficult for India to compete with 

other countries in terms of trade and investment. Another 

challenge that India faces is its social and economic 

inequality. India has one of the highest levels of income 

inequality in the world, with a large proportion of its 

population living in poverty. This has implications for 

India’s ability to project its power and influence on the 

global stage, as well as its internal stability. 

India also faces a challenge in terms of its relationship with 

China. China’s rise as a global power has created tension 

between the two countries, with border disputes and 

competition for influence in the region leading to periodic 

conflict. This tension has the potential to escalate and derail 

India’s rise as an emerging power. India faces challenges in 

terms of its energy security. As a rapidly growing economy, 

India’s energy demands are increasing rapidly. However, it 

remains heavily dependent on imports of oil and gas, 

leaving it vulnerable to price fluctuations and supply 

disruptions. Furthermore, India faces challenges in 

managing its relationship with the United States. While the 

two countries share many strategic interests, there are also 

areas of disagreement, such as India’s relations with Iran 

and Russia. In addition, the US has been hesitant to fully 

embrace India as a strategic partner, and has been critical of 

India’s human rights record. India faces a set of challenges 

that could potentially impede its rise to becoming a major 

player on the global stage. These challenges include 

infrastructure deficit, social and economic inequality, 

tension with China, energy security, and managing its 

relationship with the United States. India will need to 

navigate these challenges effectively to sustain its rise as an 

emerging power and become a major player on the global 

stage. 

 

The Rise of India’s Geo-Economy 

India’s rise as a global power is not only driven by 

geopolitics but also by geo-economics. Its economic 

transformation has played a critical role in its emergence as 

a significant player in global affairs. India’s economic 

transformation has been one of the most remarkable stories 

of the last few decades. Since the 1990s, India has 

undertaken significant economic reforms that have 

liberalized its economy and opened it up to foreign 

investment and trade. These reforms have helped India 

become the world’s sixth-largest economy and one of the 

fastest-growing major economies in the world. India’s 

economic growth has been driven by several factors. First, 

its large and rapidly growing population has created a vast 

domestic market that has fuelled demand for goods and 

services. Second, India’s young and educated workforce has 

provided a significant advantage in knowledge-based 

industries such as IT and pharmaceuticals. Third, India’s 

economic reforms have created a business-friendly 

environment that has attracted foreign investment and 

spurred entrepreneurship. 

India’s geo-economics rise has had significant implications 

for regional and global affairs. India’s economic growth has 

helped to drive global demand, particularly for commodities 

such as oil, steel, and coal. This has made India a significant 

player in global commodity markets, giving it considerable 

leverage in economic negotiations with other countries. 

India’s rise has also led to significant changes in regional 

economic dynamics. Its growing economic clout has made it 

a critical player in regional trade and investment, 

particularly in South Asia. India’s economic growth has 

created new opportunities for regional integration, 

particularly through initiatives such as the South Asian Free 

Trade Area (SAFTA) and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC). However, India’s economic rise is not without 

challenges. Its economic growth has been uneven, with 

significant income disparities and regional economic 

disparities. The country faces several structural challenges, 

including inadequate infrastructure, bureaucratic red tape, 

and a shortage of skilled workers. India’s geo-economics 

rise has played a crucial role in its emergence as a global 

power. Its economic transformation has created new 

opportunities for regional and global integration, with 

significant implications for regional and global affairs. 

However, India faces several challenges in sustaining its 

economic growth and addressing its structural challenges. 

 

India’s Transformation as a Global Power: China and 

Russia factors 

India’s emergence as a global power has been shaped by 

several factors, including its relations with China and 

Russia. China is a significant factor in India’s rise as a 

global power. The two countries have a complex 

relationship that is characterized by both cooperation and 

competition. On the one hand, India and China have sought 

to build economic ties and work together on global issues 

such as climate change and terrorism. On the other hand, the 

two countries have a long-standing territorial dispute and 

have engaged in border skirmishes in recent years. India’s 

relationship with China has significant implications for its 

regional and global ambitions. China’s rise as a global 

power has led to a power shift in Asia, with China becoming 

a dominant force in the region. India’s relationship with 

China will determine its ability to counterbalance China’s 

growing influence and assert its own regional and global 

ambitions. 

Russia is another significant factor in India’s rise as a global 

power. The two countries share a long-standing relationship 

that is based on mutual cooperation and strategic 

partnership. India and Russia have cooperated on a range of 

issues, including defence, energy, and space. Russia has also 

been a key partner for India in its efforts to counterbalance 

China’s growing influence in the region. India’s relationship 

with Russia has significant implications for its regional and 

global ambitions. Russia’s declining influence in the world 

has led to a power vacuum in certain regions, including the 

Middle East. India’s partnership with Russia can help it to 

fill this power vacuum and assert its own regional and 

global ambitions. However, India’s relationship with China 

and Russia is not without challenges. India’s growing 

partnership with the United States has raised concerns in 

both Beijing and Moscow, who see India as aligning with 

the West against their interests. India must balance its 

relationships with China, Russia, and the United States to 
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maintain its strategic autonomy and promote regional and 

global stability. China and Russia are significant factors in 

India’s transformation as a global power. India’s 

relationships with these two countries have significant 

implications for its regional and global ambitions. India 

must navigate complex geopolitical relationships with China 

and Russia to maintain its strategic autonomy and promote 

regional and global stability. 

 

India’s Transformation as a Global Power: military, air 

force, navy superpower factors  

India’s transformation as a global power has been shaped by 

its military, air force, and navy capabilities. In recent years, 

India has made significant investments in its military 

modernization, which has enhanced its ability to project 

power in the region and beyond. India’s military 

modernization has been driven by several factors, including 

its rivalry with China, its growing strategic partnership with 

the United States, and its desire to assert itself as a regional 

and global power. In recent years, India has invested in a 

range of military capabilities, including advanced fighter 

jets, submarines, and missiles. India has also invested in 

developing its domestic defence industry to reduce its 

dependence on foreign suppliers. 

India’s air force modernization has been focused on 

acquiring advanced fighter jets, helicopters, and unmanned 

aerial vehicles (UAVs). India has also invested in upgrading 

its air defence capabilities and expanding its airbase 

infrastructure. India’s navy modernization has been focused 

on acquiring advanced submarines, warships, and naval 

helicopters. India has also invested in developing its aircraft 

carrier capabilities and expanding its maritime domain 

awareness. India’s military, air force, and navy capabilities 

have significant implications for its regional and global 

ambitions. India’s growing military power has enhanced its 

ability to project power in the region and assert its strategic 

interests. India’s air force capabilities have also enhanced its 

ability to conduct air operations in the region and beyond. 

India’s navy capabilities have also enhanced its ability to 

protect its maritime interests and project power in the Indian 

Ocean region. However, India’s military modernization is 

not without challenges. India faces significant challenges in 

developing its domestic defence industry and reducing its 

dependence on foreign suppliers. India also faces challenges 

in modernizing its military infrastructure and developing a 

robust defence-industrial base. India’s military, air force, 

and navy capabilities have played a significant role in its 

transformation as a global power. India’s growing military 

power, air force capabilities, and navy capabilities have 

enhanced its ability to project power in the region and 

beyond. India must navigate challenges in modernizing its 

military infrastructure and reducing its dependence on 

foreign suppliers to maintain its strategic autonomy and 

promote regional and global stability. 
 

India’s Emerging Power Status: Future Challenges 

India’s rise as an emerging power has been marked by 

impressive economic growth and increasing global 

influence. However, the country continues to face several 

challenges that could impact its trajectory as a rising power 

in the future. One of the most significant challenges that 

India faces is the threat of terrorism and insurgency. India 

has long been plagued by domestic terrorism, and it faces 

external threats from groups operating in neighbouring 

countries. Terrorism can destabilize India’s internal security 

environment, leading to economic disruption and loss of 

life. Another challenge is India’s demographic transition. 

While India’s youthful population has been an asset for 

economic growth, it is also a potential challenge as the 

country transitions to an aging society. This shift in 

demographics could result in a shrinking workforce and 

increasing healthcare costs, which could impact India’s 

economic growth and global influence in the long term. 

India’s environmental challenges also pose a potential threat 

to its emergence as a global power. The country faces issues 

such as air and water pollution, deforestation, and climate 

change, which could have significant economic and social 

consequences if not addressed effectively. 

India’s relationship with China also remains a challenge. 

While both countries have made efforts to improve relations 

in recent years, there are still areas of disagreement and 

competition, particularly in the strategic and economic 

spheres. These tensions could lead to conflict or derail 

India’s rise as an emerging power. Finally, India’s ability to 

maintain political stability and ensure effective governance 

will be a key challenge. India is a complex, diverse country 

with a federal political system, which can make it 

challenging to implement effective policies and governance. 

Corruption and political instability could undermine India’s 

rise as an emerging power and damage its reputation on the 

global stage. India faces several challenges that could 

impact its trajectory as a rising power in the future. These 

challenges include terrorism and insurgency, demographic 

transition, environmental issues, relations with China, and 

political stability and governance. India will need to address 

these challenges effectively to sustain its emergence as a 

global power and continue to expand its influence on the 

global stage. 

 

Conclusion 

India’s transformation as a global power has been shaped by 

a combination of factors including its geostrategic location, 

economic growth, military, air force, and navy capabilities, 

and its democratic values. Despite its impressive progress in 

recent years, India faces several challenges that must be 

addressed to sustain its emergence as a global power. These 

challenges include maintaining economic growth, ensuring 

domestic political stability, promoting social addressing 

security concerns, and reducing its dependence on foreign 

suppliers for defence equipment. However, India’s 

determination to address these challenges and its growing 

partnerships with other major powers such as the United 

States, Japan, and Australia suggest that its emergence as a 

global power is likely to continue. As India continues to 

pursue its strategic interests, it must balance its ambition 

with a commitment to promoting regional and global 

stability, promoting democratic values, and adhering to 

international norms and laws. 
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