International Journal of Humanities and Social Science Research
www.socialsciencejournal.in

ISSN: 2455-2070

Received: 13-02-2026, Accepted: 14-03-2026, Published: 30-03-2026
Volume 12, Issue 1, 2026, Page No. 493-495

Role of public policy in rural development of Telangana state

Dr. Naresh Thallapelly
Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal, Telangana, India
DOI: https://doi.org/10.66856/ijhssr.2026.12.1.12214

Abstract

Since the state's formation in 2014, Telangana's state rural development has been significantly influenced by public policy. To
enhance agriculture, infrastructure, social welfare, and sustainable development in rural areas, the government has launched a
number of creative initiatives. One of the most important programs is Rythu Bandhu, which gives farmers direct financial
support for agricultural investments, lowering reliance on private lenders and increasing output. In a same vein, Rythu Bima
provides farmers with life insurance, giving their families financial stability. These programs have helped to lower economic
vulnerability and increase farmers' income. Through initiatives like Mission Kakatiya and Mission Bhagiratha, the government
has also concentrated on bolstering rural infrastructure. In order to improve groundwater levels and increase the amount of
water available for agriculture, Mission Kakatiya seeks to renovate and revitalize irrigation tanks. By providing rural homes
with clean drinking water, Mission Bhagiratha raises living conditions and public health. Additionally, the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) and state development initiatives have combined to create
productive rural assets and job possibilities. Self-Help Groups (SHGs) have promoted financial inclusion, entrepreneurship,
and community involvement in development initiatives, especially among women. Higher agricultural productivity, easier
access to basic services, better rural livelihoods, and increased social welfare are all results of these programs. However, issues
including youth migration to cities, rural unemployment, climate change, and regional differences in policy implementation
continue to impede balanced development.
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Introduction contributed to increased agricultural output and stable
The policies, legislation, programs, and activities created income. Better water supply for home and agricultural usage
and carried out by the government to accomplish particular has also been guaranteed by regulations pertaining to water
welfare and developmental goals are collectively referred to resource management, such as irrigation projects and tank
as public policy. It provides a framework for addressing rehabilitation.

public issues and advancing socioeconomic growth in Another important area of attention for Telangana's rural
general. In the context of rural development, public policy is public policy is the creation of jobs. Programs that support
critical to raising rural residents' standards of living, self-help organizations, wage employment, and rural
lowering poverty, creating jobs, and guaranteeing fair access entrepreneurship have helped to reduce poverty and increase
to necessities like infrastructure, clean drinking water, livelihood security. In a similar vein, investments in
healthcare, education, and housing. healthcare and education have enhanced the development of
Since a sizable section of India's population lives in rural human capital, improving health outcomes and literacy rates
areas and mostly depends on agriculture and related in rural areas.

industries for a living, rural development continues to be a Social welfare and women's empowerment are also
top focus. Therefore, achieving balanced regional significant elements of official public policy. Women's
development and bolstering the rural economy depend on financial independence and social participation have been
efficient governmental policies. These policies ensure the greatly increased by self-help groups. Furthermore, a
overall development of rural areas by focusing on social number of social programs guarantee that disadvantaged and
justice, environmental sustainability, and economic marginalized groups receive the assistance and chances they
prosperity. require.

Since the state's formation in 2014, Telangana has placed a

significant priority on rural development. To address Role of Public Policy in Rural Development of
persistent rural issues like poverty, unemployment, Telangana

agricultural distress, a lack of irrigation facilities, and poor Telangana's rural development is supported by public
infrastructure, the Telangana government has implemented a policy, which offers an organized framework for organizing,
number of focused welfare programs and development- carrying out, and overseeing different development projects.
oriented initiatives. By emphasizing infrastructure It guarantees that resources are distributed -efficiently,
development, social welfare programs, and agriculture-led developmental objectives are precisely specified, and
development, these programs aim to foster inclusive growth. welfare programs are delivered to the intended recipients.
As the foundation of the rural economy, Telangana's public The Telangana government has been able to solve important
policy places a high priority on bolstering the agricultural rural issues and advance equitable and sustainable
sector. Initiatives for irrigation development, crop insurance development throughout the state by implementing well-
programs, and financial support for farmers have all thought-out policies.
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Agricultural Policy Support

In rural Telangana, agriculture is the main source of income,
and state policy has been instrumental in bolstering this
industry. Programs like Rythu Bandhu give farmers direct
financial assistance so they can buy supplies like seeds and
fertilizer. In a similar vein, Rythu Bima provides life
insurance, guaranteeing agricultural families' financial
stability in the event of unanticipated circumstances. These
regulations lower financial risk, stable farm earnings, and
provide farmers the confidence to carry on with their
farming operations. Consequently, rural economic stability
and agricultural productivity have greatly increased.

Water Resource and Irrigation Policy

A key element of Telangana's rural development policy is
water management. The main initiative, Mission Kakatiya,
aims to improve irrigation capacity and groundwater
recharge by revitalizing and restoring tanks and water
bodies. Increased water supply guarantees sustainable
farming methods and lessens reliance on precipitation. In
rural areas, these regulations also support long-term
ecological balance and environmental preservation.

Rural Infrastructure Policy

Telangana's infrastructure development strategies prioritize
enhancing rural areas' basic amenities and connections.
Village life has changed as a result of the building of rural
roads, increased electrification, housing programs for
economically disadvantaged groups, and the development of
digital infrastructure. Improved infrastructure promotes
economic growth and lessens regional inequities by making
it easier to access markets, healthcare, education, and
employment opportunities.

Employment and Livelihood Policy

One of the main goals of rural public policy is to create jobs.
Particularly during agricultural off-seasons, programs like
MGNREGS give rural households wage employment. Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) empower rural women through
microenterprises, financial availability, and savings.
Programs for skill development further improve
employability and promote rural entrepreneurship, resulting
in a variety of revenue streams and a decrease in poverty.

Social Welfare Policy

Telangana's social welfare programs prioritize enhancing
social security, healthcare, education, and nutrition. Literacy
and educational results have improved as a result of
investments in schools, residential facilities, and
scholarships. Public health indicators have improved as a
result of strengthened healthcare systems, such as Primary
Health Centers (PHCs) and maternal care services. These
programs guarantee inclusive growth and advance human
development in general.

Impact of Public Policy in Rural Development of
Telangana

Telangana's rural areas have seen significant, multifaceted
changes as a result of public policy interventions, changing
the socioeconomic and natural landscape. Targeted
government programs have prioritized inclusive growth
since the state's establishment in 2014, with a focus on
infrastructure, employment, agriculture, and human
development. Together, these initiatives have boosted the
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rural economy and raised the standard of living in rural
areas.

Economic Transformation

The development of the rural economy has been one of the
most obvious effects of governmental policy. Farm
production has increased and cultivation hazards have
decreased because to agricultural policies like investment
assistance programs and irrigation development initiatives.
Farmers now have more purchasing power thanks to
increased access to inputs, financing help, and reliable
income assistance. Additionally, improved connectivity and
higher production have led to the expansion of rural
markets. In many villages, self-employment, agro-based
businesses, and small-scale rural companies have all
expanded, helping to reduce poverty and diversify the
economy.

Social Development

Social conditions in rural Telangana have greatly improved
as a result of public policies. Improved school facilities,
residential schools, and scholarship programs for
underprivileged populations have all increased access to
education. These actions have raised school enrollment and
literacy rates, especially among girls. Maternal and child
care programs, awareness campaigns, and reinforced rural
health facilities have all contributed to better healthcare
services. One important result has been the empowerment of
women, with Self-Help Groups facilitating their financial
independence, leadership positions, and active involvement
in local governance. Policies promoting social inclusion
have made it possible for underprivileged communities to
have more access to development opportunities and welfare
programs.

Infrastructure Growth

One of the main results of public policy has been
infrastructure development. Rural roads have facilitated
trade, mobility, and access to vital services by improving
connectivity between villages and urban areas. Programs for
electrification have guaranteed a steady supply of electricity
for small enterprises, homes, and agriculture. While the
development of digital infrastructure has enhanced access to
internet services, banking, and governance platforms,
housing initiatives have given economically disadvantaged
families a safe place to live. Additionally, rural
communities' public health and hygiene conditions have
improved because to investments in sanitation and drinking
water delivery.

Environmental Improvements

Environmental sustainability has also benefited from public
policy. Improved groundwater levels and increased water
availability for agriculture have resulted from the restoration
of tanks, lakes, and other bodies of water. Environmental
stress has been lessened by the promotion of sustainable
farming practices and water conservation. In rural areas,
these programs promote resource sustainability and long-
term ecological balance.

Problems and Prospects of Public Policy in Rural
Development of Telangana

The complete fulfillment of sustainable rural transformation
is still hampered by a number of structural, environmental,



and administrative issues, despite the fact that public policy
actions in Telangana have greatly improved rural
development outcomes. At the same time, new alternatives
provide promising future prospects for bolstering rural
development.

Problems

The substantial dependence on agriculture for rural
livelihoods is one of the main issues. Farming, which is
heavily dependent on weather, input costs, and market
volatility, employs a sizable section of the rural population.
Because of this, rural incomes frequently continue to be
erratic and uncertain. Climate change and water-related
issues are also important. Depletion of groundwater
resources, extended dry spells, and irregular rainfall patterns
have all had a negative impact on agricultural production.
Water scarcity remains a major issue in many areas despite
advancements in irrigation infrastructure.

The efficacy of public policy is also constrained by
implementation gaps. The impact of assistance programs is
sometimes diminished by administrative inefficiencies,
departmental lack of coordination, and implementation
delays. Districts and communities have different
development outcomes as a result of these disparities.
Underemployment and unemployment continue to be issues.
There are few non-farm job prospects in rural areas, despite
the fact that agriculture offers seasonal employment. Income
insecurity is the outcome, particularly for young people.
Due to a lack of local opportunities, migration from rural to
urban areas has grown. Young people frequently relocate to
cities in pursuit of better jobs and education, which weakens
the rural workforce and creates a skilled labor shortage in
villages. Sustainable rural development is further threatened
by environmental problems such abuse of natural resources,
deforestation, and degraded soil. These elements make long-
term sustainability challenging by lowering agricultural
yield and upsetting ecological equilibrium.

Prospects

Despite these obstacles, there is a good chance that
successful public policy initiatives will enhance rural
development. Farmers may increase productivity and adjust
to shifting environmental conditions by strengthening
climate-resilient agriculture policies. Increasing rural
industrialization and agro-processing facilities can lessen
reliance on agriculture and generate jobs outside of farms.
Additionally, this will help rural communities diversify their
sources of income.

Enhancing e-services and digital governance can improve

government programs' accessibility, efficiency, and
transparency. Additionally, it will close the gap between
rural residents and public services. Improving

entrepreneurship and skill-building initiatives can empower
young people in rural areas and promote prospects for self-
employment. This will lessen migration and unemployment.
Planning and execution of development initiatives at the
local level can be enhanced by fortifying local governance
organizations, such as Panchayati Raj bodies.

Conclusion

In Telangana, public policy has a crucial role in determining
the course and results of rural development. It gives the
government a methodical framework for organizing,
carrying out, and assessing different development projects
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meant to enhance the social, economic, and environmental
circumstances of rural communities. Public policy has been
essential in tackling long-standing rural issues and fostering
inclusive growth throughout the state since Telangana was
formed in 2014.

By increasing agricultural output, guaranteeing improved
access to irrigation systems, and offering farmers financial
help, government programs have greatly strengthened the
rural economy. Farming communities are now more
resilient and stable because to programs for risk reduction,
income support, and agricultural technology. In addition to
agriculture, investments in rural infrastructure—such as
housing, roads, electricity, drinking water supplies, and
digital connectivity—have significantly raised village
standards of living and reinforced ties between rural and
urban economies.

Through paid employment programs, self-help groups, and
skill development initiatives, public policy has also been
instrumental in creating work options. These initiatives have
promoted rural entrepreneurship and assisted in lowering
poverty rates. Additionally, advancements in healthcare and
education have bolstered the development of human capital,
leading to increased awareness among rural communities,
better health outcomes, and higher literacy rates. Social
change and inclusivity have been further aided by women's
empowerment through SHGs and welfare programs.

The efficacy of rural development initiatives is nevertheless
impacted by a number of issues notwithstanding these
successes. Concerns like migration, unemployment, water
scarcity, climate change, and uneven program
implementation continue to be major issues. Long-term
sustainability is also threatened by environmental
deterioration and an excessive reliance on agriculture. These
difficulties demonstrate the necessity of ongoing policy
improvement and more robust institutional frameworks.

In the future, Telangana has to concentrate on expanding the
scope and effectiveness of policy execution, diversifying the
rural economy, and supporting agro-based businesses and
rural entrepreneurship. Long-term ecological balance will
depend on bolstering climate-resilient farming methods and
sustainable resource management. Additionally, better
institutional coordination and increased use of digital
governance might increase the efficacy of policies.
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